
gnn9.com :http://www.gnn9.com/index.php: Global News Network 9
http://www.gnn9.com

NATO chief urges Afghan govt, Taliban to step up peace talks
19/02/2021 16:30 by admin

Violence is also spiking and culprits include the Taliban, the Islamic State group, warlords and criminal gangs.

 
 In this Sept. 29, 2016, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, center, former President Hamid Karzai, right, and Chief
Executive Abdullah Abdullah, left, watch the live broadcast of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar after the signing of a peace treaty at
the presidential palace in Kabul, Afghanistan. Officials on both sides of Afghanistan's protracted conflict say efforts are
ramping up for the start of intra-Afghan negotiations, a critical next step to a U.S. negotiated peace deal with the Taliban.
(AP Photo/Rahmat Gul, File)Â Â Â  
 
 
 NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday urged the Afghan government and the Taliban to step up the
pace of peace talks amid doubts over whether the military alliance will pull thousands of troops out of the country by a
May deadline.
 
 NATO has just under 10,000 troops in the war-ravaged country, helping to train and advise the Afghan security forces.
Most are not U.S. forces, but those troops could not continue the NATO operation if American transport, logistics and
other support were withdrawn.
 
 President Joe Biden is reviewing his predecessorâ€™s 2020 deal with the Taliban, which includes a May 1 deadline for
a final U.S. troop withdrawal. In Washington, calls are mounting for the United States to delay the final exit or
renegotiate the deal to allow the presence of a smaller, intelligence-based American force.
 
 â€œThe problem is that we are in a situation where we have a date â€” the 1st of May â€” approaching and so far we
have seen that the peace talks are fragile,â€• Stoltenberg said after chairing a meeting of NATO defense ministers,
including new U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin.
 
 â€œThe talks are fragile, and progress is slow. So, it is now imperative to re-energize the peace process,â€•
Stoltenberg said, referring to the stalled negotiations in Qatar between the Afghan government and the Taliban.
 
 Violence is also spiking and culprits include the Taliban, the Islamic State group, warlords and criminal gangs. Earlier
Thursday, two lecturers at Kabul University were killed when a bomb attached to the car they were traveling in went off.
No group immediately claimed responsibility.
 
 None of the 30 NATO member governments has publicly argued that security conditions are right for a withdrawal, and
many allies would probably support a longer stay if the U.S. requires it, diplomats say.
 
 â€œAt this stage, we have made no final decision on the future of our presence,â€• Stoltenberg said.
 
 With the U.S. review ongoing itâ€™s unlikely that any firm decision on the future of NATOâ€™s operation will be made
before the organizationâ€™s foreign ministers meet in mid-March.
 
 Asked whether NATO might, on the contrary, increase troops numbers, Stoltenberg said that â€œwe will do what is
necessary to make sure that our troops are safe. We have adjusted the troop numbers before, but I will not speculate
because now the focus is on making sure that the peace talks are successful.â€•
 
 NATO took control of international security operations in Afghanistan in 2003, two years after a U.S.-led coalition ousted
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the Taliban for harboring former Al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. Itâ€™s the military allianceâ€™s longest, costliest,
and most ambitious operation ever.
 
 
 
 
 
 - AP 
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