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Alligator who survived WW2 Berlin bombing dies in Moscow zoo
24/05/2020 15:11 by admin

Saturn the alligator was gifted to the Soviet Union three years after the bombing of Berlin.

 
 Saturn, an 84-year-old alligator, who survived the bombing of Berlin during World War II, has died in Moscow,
zoo officials announced on Saturday. (Twitter)
 
 
 Saturn, an 84-year-old alligator, who survived the bombing of Berlin during World War II, has died in Moscow, zoo
officials announced on Saturday. The alligator was wrongly rumoured to have belonged to Nazi leader Adolf Hitler.
 
 â€œYesterday morning, our Mississippi alligator Saturn died of old age. He was about 84 years old â€” an extremely
respectable age,â€• the zoo said in a statement.
 
 Soon after he was born in the United States, Saturn was gifted to the Berlin Zoo in 1936. When the zoo was bombed in
1943 during World War II air raids, the alligator managed to escape and was found by British soldiers only three years
later, the BBC reported.
 
 Saturn was then gifted to the Soviet Union â€” where he spent the remainder of his life at the Moscow Zoo.
â€œMoscow Zoo has had the honour of keeping Saturn for 74 years,â€• the zoo said in a statement.
 
 â€œFor us Saturn was an entire era, and thatâ€™s without the slightest exaggerationâ€¦ He saw many of us when we
were children. We hope that we did not disappoint him,â€• the statement further read.
 
 Moscow zoo has dismissed all rumours of the alligator earlier being part of Hitlerâ€™s personal collection and not in the
Berlin zoo. It is unclear how the rumour started.
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