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India blockade has shattered my dreams, says Nepal PM
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Kathmandu: Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli on Sunday said his dream to develop the Himalayan nation as
"vibrant" had been shattered by the "embargo imposed by India".

Receiving a memorandum submitted by academicians on Sunday, Oli said his plan to make Nepal a developed nation
was under a cloud. Nepal's economic growth witnessed a sharp fall following the April 25 earthquake which claimed over
9,000 lives and devastated vast areas of the nation.

After being elected prime minister, Oli said, he had made many commitments to the nation, including ending the long
daily load-shedding, plying electric vehicles in Kathmandu, and building a self-reliant economy. "I had dreamt several
dreams on becoming prime minister," he said.

"I became prime minister in a very difficult situation. As we were trying to overcome the pain caused by the quake, the
embargo along the border came as a serious jolt," he added, "l have been trying my best to overcome the pain and
suffering."

Oli admitted that he had not been able to fulfil his commitments because of the unrest in Nepal's southern plain for the
last four months. Due to protests and demonstrations at the border, thousands of Nepal-bound freight vehicles are stuck
on the Indian side of the border.

This has brought the economy of the landlocked Himalayan nation to a grinding halt. Officials say that if the standoff

continues, Nepal will soon face a humanitarian crisis.

- IANS
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