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British foreign secretary reopens embassy in Tehran
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Tehran, Iran: British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond reopened the British Embassy in Tehran on Sunday, nearly
four years after it was closed following an attack by hard-liners. 

 
 Hammond arrived in Tehran on Sunday to attend the reopening ceremony and to hold talks with Iranian officials. The
trip marked the first time a British foreign secretary has visited Tehran since 2003.
 
 Britain has had no diplomatic presence in Tehran since hard-liners protesting the imposition of international sanctions
stormed it in November 2011, but the election of President Hassan Rouhani and the recent nuclear deal between Iran
and world powers have brought about a significant diplomatic thaw.
 
 "Today's ceremony marks the end of one long journey, and the start of a new, and, I believe, exciting one," Hammond
said, adding that reopening the embassy was the "logical next step to build confidence and trust between two great
nations" after last month's nuclear agreement.
 
 In footage aired on the BBC, Hammond spoke from a leafy garden inside the embassy compound. He and a small
group of officials then looked on as the British national anthem played and the Union flag was raised.
 
 Terrorism, regional stability and the spread of the Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq are among the challenges
Britain and Iran should be prepared to work together on, Hammond said.
 
 "Over the coming months, we will work to ensure that the nuclear agreement is a success, including by making sure
that it is fully implemented by all sides, and through this embassy's efforts we will support British trade and investment,
once sanctions are lifted. That will bring benefits for Britain and the Iranian people," he said.
 
 Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif welcomed the reopening of the British Embassy, saying it showed Iran's
regional and global significance.
 
 "The world has realized Iran's constructive role in the region and the globe," state TV quoted Zarif as saying Sunday.
"Of course, we have differences with some European countries but that can be negotiated through interaction, with open
eyes and a realistic approach."
 
 Hammond and the new British charge d'affaires, Ajay Sharma, were attending the embassy reopening ceremony
together with representatives of the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Office said.
 
 Hammond was also accompanied by a small British trade delegation to discuss possible future trade opportunities
following last month's nuclear deal, the ministry added.
 
 The British Embassy would initially have a small number of staff with limited consular services, but officials expect to
upgrade its leadership to full ambassador status in coming months.
 
 The Iranian Embassy in London was also supposed to be reopened Sunday in London, the semiofficial ISNA news
agency said. Several Iranian and British dignitaries, including former Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, were seen entering
the embassy residence Sunday morning, but it was unclear exactly when the embassy would formally reopen.
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 Iranian hard-liners oppose the improved relations with London. Many of them had called the British Embassy the
"epicenter of sedition" when they attacked it in 2011. They accused the country and its media, including the BBC, of
fomenting unrest and encouraging rioters in Iran after the disputed 2009 presidential elections.
 
 Conservative lawmaker Esmaeil Kowsari said reopening the British Embassy opens the path for London's "penetration"
into Iran.
 
 "Given concerns over efforts by the enemy to penetrate into Iran after the nuclear deal, it was not appropriate that the
British Embassy in Tehran is reopened," the hard-line daily Kayhan quoted him as saying.
 
 Kowsari called on Iran's security and intelligence agencies to carefully watch British Embassy operations and "prevent
conspiracies by the British government before they are carried out."
 
 
 - AP 
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